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Al-Fao University

	College/Department    English Department


A Course Identification and General Information

	1.  Course title and code:  305- Nineteenth Century British Fiction  

	2.  Credit hours: 3 hours

	3.  Program(s) in which the course is offered. 

(If general elective available in many programs indicate this rather than list programs)

B. A. in English

	4.  Name of faculty member responsible for the course

Dr. Sara Al-Faleh

	5.  Level/year at which this course is offered : 6th level/ 3rd year

	6.  Pre-requisites for this course (if any)

105- Introduction to Fiction

205- Eighteenth Century British Fiction



	7.  Co-requisites for this course (if any)

None

	8.  Location if not on main campus

Main campus


B  Objectives  
	1.  Summary of the main learning outcomes for students enrolled in the course.
1. Improve students’ reading and analytical skills by encouraging a close reading and understanding of individual novels.
2. Introduce students to the intellectual and social issues relevant to an understanding of the nineteenth century novel.
3. Expand students understanding of the characteristics of the novel as a literary genre.
4. Introduce students to a range of theoretical and critical approaches in relation to the study of the novel.  5.Teach students how to write research papers on the novel.


	2.  Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the course that are being implemented.  (eg increased use of IT or web based reference material,  changes in content as a result of new research in the field)
1.  Increased use of IT or web-based reference material
2.  Use Web-CT for uploading material 

3.  Consistently change the list of readings/ include canonical and sub-canonical novelists
4.  Use of www.wiki.com and www.moodle.com for collaborative writing

5. Include e-books such as those from Gutenberg




C.  Course Description  (Note:  General description in the form to be used for the Bulletin or Handbook should be attached)

	1 Topics to be Covered 



	Topic
	No of

Weeks
	Contacthours

	Introduction to the 19th Century Novel
	Week1

	3 hours

	Novel #1 – Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Introduction to the author
Self and Society in Jane Eyre- Conflict between Reason and Passion-Character development/ plot analysis/ major themes/ imagery/ setting-Gothic elements in Jane Eyre-Madness in Jane Eyre-Jane Eyre as a feminist text-Class issues in Jane Eyre
	Weeks
2-5
	 15 hours 

	Novel #2 – The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy Introduction to the author. The meaning of the wife sale in The Mayor of Casterbridge  - character development/ plot analysis/ major themes/ style/ setting/symbolism-the protagonist as Tragic hero-Character as Fate-The Mayor of Casterbridge and Poetic Justice-Marxist criticism and The Mayor of Casterbridge

	Weeks
6-12
	18 hours

	A Comparison of the two novels
	Week
13
	3 hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	2. Course components (total contact hours per semester): 



	Lecture:  39 hours
	Tutorial:  13 hours
	Practical/Fieldwork/Internship:

None
	Other:

None


	3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. (This should be an average :for the semester not a specific requirement in each week)
6 hours per week


	4. Development of Learning Outcomes in Domains of Learning  

For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:
· A brief summary of the knowledge or skill the course is intended to develop; 
· A description of the teaching strategies to be used in the course to develop that knowledge or  skill;
· The methods of student assessment to be used in the course to evaluate learning outcomes in the domain concerned.

	a.  Knowledge  

	(i)  Description of the knowledge to be acquired
1. Improve students’ reading and analytical skills by encouraging a close reading and understanding of individual novels.

2. Introduce students to the intellectual and social issues relevant to an understanding of the nineteenth century novel.

3. Expand students understanding of the characteristics of the novel as a literary genre.

4. Introduce students to a range of theoretical and critical approaches in relation to the study of the novel.
5.Teach students how to write research papers on the novel. 



	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge
1. Lectures

2. Class discussion

3. Close reading and text analysis
4. Collaborative learning/Team work


	(iii)  Methods of assessment of knowledge acquired
1. Class participation

2. Quizzes

3. Class presentations based on outside reading about the novels to be covered

4. Midterms/Essay questions
5. Research papers

6. Final written exam


	b.  Cognitive Skills

	(i)  Cognitive skills to be developed 
1. Ability to think critically and analytically 

2. Ability to use literary and academic English

3. Ability to make sound analogies and comparisons between different novels and different writers

4. Ability to apply different critical approaches to the study of fiction

5. Ability to do research and to make use of information from primary and secondary sources in support of a valid thesis and argument  


	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these cognitive skills
1. Lectures/teaching students how to read attentively and critically
2. Class discussions/teaching students to think independently and engage in group discussions  
3. Individual meetings with students/ encouragement of students to discuss paper topics  outside the class room with the instructor


	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students cognitive skills 
1. Class participation

2. Presentations

3.  Research papers

4.  Midterms and exams

5. Group assignments



	c. Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility 

	(i)  Description of the interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility to be developed 
1. Students can complete both reading and writing assignments in due time 

2. Students can participate in class discussion and think critically
3. Students can act responsibly and ethically in carrying out individual as well as group projects
4. Students have the necessary skills to communicate, listen, negotiate, and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses as members of a team

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills and abilities
1. Lectures in which students are made aware of the significance of time management
2. Discussions with students on ethical behaviour in conducting research
3. Individual counselling on research projects and writing difficulties
4. Group assignments where much of the most effective learning comes from the student explaining, discussing and defending his own ideas with his/her peers. 

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility
1. Active class participation reflects the students ability to keep up with the reading schedule
2. Research papers will attest to the student’s ability to fulfil assignments and respect dead lines
3. Performance on midterms and final exams are evidence of the student’s ability to recollect and synthesize information 
4. Instructor’s assessment of student’s performance and seriousness during individual supervision hours



	d.   Communication, Information Technology and Numerical Skills 

	(i)  Description of the skills to be developed in this domain.
1. Use of electronic journals and data basis
2. Web CT
3. Use of PowerPoint and laptop – projector systems
4.  Introduction to blogging

5.  Experience wiki / moodle to develop collaborative writing skills



	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

1. Encourage students to make extensive use of material on the web
2. Encourage students to consult the specialist in the computer lab for help on web-based material
3.  Demand the use of PowerPoint when giving presentations
4. Demonstrate and give blogging and  wiki / moodle assignments and coach students in how to carry them out  



	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students numerical and communication skills 
1. Allot marks for the use of web-based material in students' presentations. 

2. Distribute rubric at beginning of assignment so students know what they will be evaluated on



	e.  Psychomotor Skills (if applicable)

	(i)  Description of the psychomotor skills to be developed and the level of performance required

    Not Applicable


	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills
   Not Applicable



	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students psychomotor skills

Not Applicable



	5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester


	Assessment 
	Assessment task  (eg. essay, test, group project, examination etc.)
	Week due
	Proportion of Final Assessment

	1


	1st midterm
	Middle of  term
	20%

	2

 
	Participation
	All along
	5%

	3


	Quizzes
	All along
	5%

	4


	Presentations and/or papers
	At the end
	10%

	5


	2nd midterm
	Week 13
	20%

	6


	Final
	Week 14
	40%

	7


	
	
	

	8


	
	
	


D. Student Support
	1. Arrangements  for availability of faculty for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount of time faculty are available each week)

1 hour per course per week



E. Learning Resources

	1. Required Text(s)

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre, Richard Dunn, ed., Norton Critical Editions
Thomas Hardy, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Philip Mallet, ed., Norton Critical Editions

	2. Essential References 

· Critical Books On Charlotte Brontë:
Carol Bock, Charlotte Brontë and the Storyteller's Audience (1992)                          Penny Boumelha, Charlotte Brontë (1990)                                                                  Janet Gezari, Charlotte Brontë and Defensive Conduct: The Author and the Body at Risk (1992)                                                                                                                    C. A. Linder, Romantic Imagery in the Novels of Charlotte Brontë (1978)                     Robert B. Martin, Charlotte Brontë's Novels: The Accents of Persuasion (1966)             Helene Moglen, Charlotte Brontë: The Self Conceived (1976)                                        Margot Peters, Charlotte Brontë: Style in the Novel (1973)                                              Sally Shuttleworth, Charlotte Brontë and Victorian Psychology (1996) 

· Critical Books On Thomas Hardy:

Paul Turner. The Life of Thomas Hardy: A Critical Biography. London: Blackwell, 1998.                                                                                                                                James Gibson. Thomas Hardy: A Literary Life. New York: St. Martin's, 1996.                  Lance St John Butler (ed), Thomas Hardy after Fifty Years (1977)                                           R. G. Cox (ed), Thomas Hardy: the Critical Heritage (1970)                                                       R. P. Draper (ed), Hardy: the Tragic Novels: a Casebook (1991)                                    Andrew Enstice, Thomas Hardy: Landscapes of the Mind (1979)

Timothy Hands, Thomas Hardy: Distracted Preacher? (1989)

Dale Kramer, Thomas Hardy: the Forms of Tragedy (1975)

Dale Kramer (ed), Critical Approaches to the Fiction of Thomas Hardy (1979)

J. Hillis Miller, Thomas Hardy: Distance and Desire (1970)

M. Millgate, Thomas Hardy: his Career as a Novelist (1971)

M. Millgate (ed), The Life and Work of Thomas Hardy, by Thomas Hardy (1984)

Kevin Moore, The Descent of the Imagination: Postromantic Culture in the Later

Novels of Thomas Hardy (1990)

Rosemarie Morgan, Cancelled Words: Rediscovering Thomas Hardy (1992)

Roy Morrell, Thomas Hardy: the Will and the Way (1965)

Norman Page (ed), Thomas Hardy: the Writer and his Background (1980)

Bruce Steele (ed) D. H. Lawrence: Study of Thomas Hardy and Other Essays (1985)

J. I. M. Stewart, Thomas Hardy: a Critical Biography (1971)


	3- Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)

The Norton Anthology of English Literature.  Fifth Edition. Vol 2.  New York: Norton & Company, 1999.
A Companion to Victorian Literature and Culture.  Herbert F. Tucker.  New York:
Blackwell Publishers, 1999. 

The Nineteenth Century and After.  Samuel Chew. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1967. 
The Short Oxford History of English Literature.  Andrew Sanders.     Oxford: Oxford University Press,2004.

The English Novel.  Terry Eagleton.  Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2005.
Theory of the Novel: A Hisorical Approach. Michael Mckeon, ed. The John Hopkins University Press, 2000.

The Realistic Imagination: English Fiction from Frankenstein to Lady Chatterly. 
George Levine. University of Chicago Press, 1981.
The Rise of the Novel: Studies in Defoe, Richardson and Fielding. Ian Watt, California: University of California Press, 1977.
Art and Illusion: A Study in the Psychology of Pictorial Representation. Gombrich, E. H. 2nd ed. Bollingen Series XXXV. New York: Pantheon, 1961. [An essential book for anyone interested in realism in literature and the arts.]

Realism in Our Time. Lukàcs, Georg. Trans. John Mander and Necke Mander. New York: Harper, 1971.

Narrating Reality: Austen, Scott, Eliot. Shaw, Harry E.   Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1999.

On Realism. Stern, J. P. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1973.
The Romantic Impulse in Victorian Fiction. Donald D. Stone,  (1980) 

Women and Fiction: Feminism and the Novel, 1800-1920. Patricia Stubbs (1981) 
Victorian Novelists and Publishers. John Sutherland,.  (1976) 
The Stanford Companion to Victorian Fiction. John Sutherland,  (1989)
Victorian Fiction: Writers, Publishers, Readers. John Sutherland,  (1995)
A View of Victorian Literature. Geoffrey Tillotson,  (1978)
Novels of the Eighteen-Forties. Kathleen Tillotson,  (1954)
Victorian Novels in Serial. J. Don Vann,  (1985) 
A Research Guide for Undergraduates in English & American Literature. MLA, 2006 

 MLA Handbook  (as reference guide on how to write a research paper)


	4-.Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc

Resources on the Web:
· Victorian Web Sites (The most comprehensive list of web sites on Victorian literature. Maintained by Mitsuharu Matsuoka, Nagoya University, Japan.) 

· Voice of the Shuttle: Victorian (The model for all academic resource pages--rigorous conceptual organization of the database. Maintained by Alan Liu, University of California, Santa Barbara.) 

· Victorian Web (Elegant web-based hypertext on Victorian literature and culture, covering topics such as Social Context, Economics, Science, Technology, Politics, Literature, and the Visual Arts. Maintained by George P. Landow, Brown University.) 

· Literary Resources - Victorian British (Easy-to-use list of Victorian web sites. Maintained by Jack Lynch, University of Pennsylvania.) 

· Victoria Research Web (Web site for the Victoria listserve; contains search engine for the Victoria list archive and other valuable resources.  Maintained by Patrick Leary, Indiana University, Dept. of History.) 

· LITIR Database on Victorian Studies (Bibliography of current and forthcoming books and articles on the period. Maintained by Brahma Chaudhuri, University of Alberta.) 

· Web-Cite (A knowledge-base of online scholarly materials relevant to literary and cultural studies, indexed by period and genre)
· www. Questia.com 
· Purdue On-Line Writing Lab – http://owl.english.purdue.edu/oldindex.html



	5- Other learning material such as computer-based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations

Signed Student Code of honor explained during student orientation to university to protect against plagiarism
The use of Turn-it-in.com software program to detect plagiarism




F. Facilities Required

	Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (ie number of seats in classrooms and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

	1.  Accommodation (Lecture rooms, laboratories, etc.)

Lecture rooms should be large enough to accommodate 50 students


	2. Computing resources

Laptop computer - projector system



	3. Other resources (specify --eg. If specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list) 

Data show to facilitate going over student papers in class



G   Course Evaluation and Improvement Processes

	1 Strategies for Obtaining Student Feedback on Effectiveness of Teaching

1.  Midterm evaluation feed-back form to increase instructor’s awareness of the weak and strong points of the class 
2. End of term college evaluation of course by students ( to be collected by the department)

3. End-of-term debriefing in class of students and teacher regarding what went well and what could have gone better

4. Small group instructional diagnosis (SGID) whereby instructors exchange classes and gather information from each others’ students on specific points outlined by the department and the instructor being evaluated



	2  Other Strategies for Evaluation of Teaching by the Instructor or by the Department
1. Peer evaluation to asses ability of faculty members to work with their colleagues

2. Cass observations by supervisors


	3  Processes for Improvement of Teaching

1. Training sessions
2. Workshops to facilitate the exchange of experiences amongst faculty members

3. Regular meetings where problems are discussed and solutions given

4. Discussion of challenges in the classroom with colleagues and supervisors

5. Encouragement of faculty members to attend professional development conferences

6. Keep up to date with pedagogical theory and practice

7. Set goals  for achieving excellence in teaching at the  beginning of each new semester after reviewing last semester’s teaching strategies and results 


	4. Processes for Verifying Standards of Student Achievement (eg. check marking by an independent faculty member of a sample of student work, periodic exchange and remarking of a sample of assignments with a faculty member in another institution)

1. Check marking of a sample of examination papers either by a resident or visiting faculty member
2. Arrange with another institution to have two common test items included on an exam and compare marks given

3. Students who believe they are  under graded can have their papers checked by a second reader


	5  Describe the  planning arrangements for periodically reviewing course effectiveness and planning for improvement.

1. Compare syllabi and course description with other universities (including those on the net)
2. Biannual meetings of faculty members to discuss improvement 

3. Have a curriculum review committee to review the curriculum periodically and suggest  improvements 
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